L | TEMPLE BETH SHALOM OF PUERTO RICO
R A ; Shabbat Zakhor — The Shabbat before Purim

‘On thlS Shabbat, we read an additional Torah a551gnment Devanrn (Deutoronomy 25 17- 19 ) Itis the
| story of Amalek’s sneak attack on the Isaehtes in the Smal w1ldemess _

_ Este Shabat, leemos una a51gnac1on ad1c1onal de Tora, Devarim (Deuteronomlo 25:17- 19) Es la histoia
~del ataque sorpresa de Amalek contra los: 1sraehtas en el desierto de Sinai. . :

o A seriOus"Zesson that focuseslon ﬁghting evil precédés the Pfurim fesitivites.
BY RABBI IRVING GREENBERG

Pur1m *. opens on asomb‘er note. Haman is identified: as the descendant of Amalek, whose people B

~ attacked Israel in the desert, the symbol of cruelty to the Weak Before celebrating the defeat of the wicked,

. one must remember that God (as well as God s people) has'awar Wlth the' Amalekites and wﬂl not be at ease

" until the Amalekites are blotted out. Jews are pledged to work for the end of oppression of the weak

everywhere a temporary, partlal v1ctory should not bhnd one to the pers1stence of ev11 in the world

On the Sabbath before Purim, the portlon of the Torah * dea.hng w1th Amalek is read. This day is called
~Shabbat Zachor, the Sabbath of Remembrance. Itisa spec1al mltzva.h * [commandment] of the Torah to

hear the readmg and thus remember

:\Zachor [remembrance] is a mitzvah that has made modern J ews uncomfortable The natural desue to forget
and be happy collides with the ongoing pam of memory and analys1s When asked why President Ronald

" Reagan in 1985 1n1t1a]ly dechned to VlSlt the Dachau concentratlon camp, a presidential aide explained that
» the Pres1dent was an “up” type of person and d1d not hke to grovel ina gnsly thlng

B Modern people who are future orrented stress the need to forglve ’Ihey argue that there will be no
reconc1hat10n aslong as the memories of the crueltres and atrocities of the past are preserved and thrown in ..
the face of those involved. “Forget and forgive” becomes the slogan. This argument can even take the form of
.an attac}; on the victims for keeping the memory alirze. In May 1985, a storm of opposition arose against -

President Reagan’s.»visit to the Bitburg, Germany, military cemetery because the ceremony involved paying

homage and laying a wreath in a cemetery with graves of SS Soldiers. During the uproar, one German

”parliamentarianattacked the Jews for the’ir\unchristian-like refusal to forget th»el past!.

{

'Avmdmg Past Mrstakes “

The primary lesson of Parashat Zachor [the spec1al section of the Torah read on that Shabbat] is that true

reconciliation comes through repentance and remembrance Confrontmg the evﬂs of the past is the most

g powerful generator of moral cleansmg and fundamental reconc111at1on Repentance is the key to overcommg

the evils of the past. Wh_e_n_people recognize injustice they can correct the wrongdoing and the conditions



that lead toit. In the 20th century, repentance has hberated many. Chr1st1ans from past stereotyping and

hatred of J ews thus begmmng to transform Chr1st1an1ty intoa gospel of love, whlch it seeks to be

Remembrance is ‘the"key' to preventing recurrence ‘ Goaded by the memory of the failures" of the 19305' the
1nd1fference toward Jewish refugees; the. Amencan government in 1979 organized a worldw1de absorption
program for two mllllon boat people Goaded by memory, ‘America’s Jews and Israel responded to the crisis

- of Sov1et Jewry and belatedly, of Eth10p1an Jewry

' i*i? Nalvete and amnes1a always favor the aggressors the Amalek1tes in partlcular The Amalekltes wanted to

‘wipe out an' ent1re people ‘memory and all; amnesia completes that undone job. Ingenuousness leads to
) lowermg the guard whlch encourages attempts at repet1t10n One of the classm evasions undergirding
naivete is the claim that Amalek is long since gone. Only * pnm1t1ve ’ people are so cruel, only madmen or .
i .people controlled bya Svengah/ Hitler type would do such terrible thlngs The m1tzvah of Zachor is a stern
b’ remmder that Amalek lives and must be fought ' D PR o

"Ihrough Zachor, one learns to dlstmgu1sh types and 1evels of evﬂ Not every evﬂ is Amalek but the ult1mate

o ‘evﬂ must be destroyed. King. Saul had a chance to wipe out Amalek, but i in p1ty he spared Agag, the kmg

- Centuries. later Haman the Agaglte the descendant of Agag, plotted the ‘mass extermination of Jews
S Esther 3 1 . Says the Talmud Whoever is compass1onate to those whodeserve cruelty ends up bemg

h \cruel to those Who deserve compassmn (Mldrash Tanhuma Metzora, Jerusalem Eshkol 1971) section 1)

\'The Fast of Esther

. Havmg recalled the forces of evil, the J ew now proceeds to recall the b1tter memory of the helplessness and -
' the terror of innocents suddenly condemned to death w1thout rhyme or reason. This mood is actually part of -
X the story of the Megillah [Scroll of Esther] but it would be almost 1mp0531ble to capture in the midst of
| Pur1m exultatmn ’Iherefore the day before Punm was estabhshed in the rabb1n1c penod asa fast day, the
o fast of Esther ‘ ' :

k ‘.‘Agam the Rabbls show the strong halakhzc [J emsh lega_l] preference for dialectical experiences that reinforce
: one another Here, fastmg is )ust as 1mportant to holmess as feasting. The fast day of Esther corrects the

B ‘excesses in Purim. To'the sense of tnumph and mastery over fate celehrated ori Purim, the fast of Esther

‘ responds w1th a remmder of the powerlessness that preceded the day ‘Before the merrymaking and dulhng
' of one’s senses through drunkenness begln the fast day offers the 1ntrospect1on and meditations of

penltentlal prayers and sznu Malkeznu (our Father, our Klng, we have sinned before You). As against the
) sense of triumph over enemles celebrated by boomg Haman (it could eas1ly turn into arrogance), the fast of
e \Esther holds up the teachmg of vulnerablhty ‘ '

o Reprmted wzth permzsszon of the author from 'Ihe Jemsh Way L1vmg the I—Iolldays o i
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[17] Recuerda lo que te hlZO Amalec en el cammo, ala:
»f';sallda de Egipto; [18] c6mo te acometié sin temor de Dios

- ~matando a los rezagados cuando ibas cansado y debilitado (oh .
2 '.‘»Israel) [19] Pero cuanto el Eterno tu ons te haga descansar de:

_..memona xmsma de Amalec de debajo del caelo No lo olvides.

o Rcmemb(,r what Amalek d1d to.you on your ]ourney, aftcr you left
b pypt—lShow undeterred by fear of God, he surprised you on the march,
 when you were fam1shed and weary, and cut down all the stragglcrs in
your rcar. Therefore, when the LORD your God grants you safety from
;au your enemies around you, in the land that the LORD your God is
~ iving you as a hereditary portlon you shall blot out the memory of
Am IILk from undcr heavcn Do not forgct'



