


This exhibition – JERUSALEM THROUGH THE EYES OF ISRAELI PAINTERS – Yerushalayim B’einei

Tzayarim – honors two important events for Jews everywhere.

Yom HaAtzma’ut, Israel Independence Day – the 5th of Iyar – which falls this year on April 17th,

celebrates the 73rd anniversary of the founding of the State of Israel.

And Yom Yerushalayim, Jerusalem Day, in honor of the 54th anniversary of the reunification of

Jerusalem on the third day of the Six Day War in 1967 –this year on May 10th, 28 Iyar.

The artwork displayed in the Temple Sholom of West Essex museum case and in this “virtual”

museum was originally published as a portfolio by Lion The Printer, Tel Aviv. The cover is

pictured above. Among the most famous artists included here are Jacob Steinhardt, Reuven

Rubin, Anna Ticho, Jacob Pins and Mordecai Ardon. We have displayed their work in earlier

exhibits. We have some of their drawings and posters; perhaps you do as well. Each of the

reproductions in this display is accompanied by information about the artist whose work it

describes on the reverse of the matted picture.

The portfolio’s publication date is 1965. However, there is a textual oddity we cannot reconcile:

Some of the information about the artists and the works themselves has to have been written

after the stated date of publication, yet every online reference to the portfolio gives the 1965

date with no subsequent later update. There are also discrepancies between the Hebrew and

English texts (we have omitted the Hebrew text). Here are several examples: The short bio of

Mordecai Levanon on the back of his art gives his date of death as 1968. The Moshe Chauski bio

indicates that he held his first one-man show in Tel Aviv in 1968. The Hebrew information about

Isidor Aschheim adds two things that are not in the English, first that his work was exhibited in

the Venice Biennale, in Lugano and in Lubliana, and that he died in Jerusalem in 1968. Is it

possible that the portfolio was actually published in 1968 or 1969 and no one has noticed until

now? Hmmm.

Also important to note: We did not rewrite or update the portfolio. Whatever its exact date, it

was created more than 50 years ago and none of the artists represented here is alive any longer.

Their artistic work honors both the Jewish tradition of art and the connection of our people to

the Land of Israel.
























